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Yes 4Play is back! After years in the 
doldrums 4Play is being dusted off and given 
a new lease of life.   
 
Wow, how things have changed since the 
last edition – we have a new licence holder & 
supplier, Rooster Sailing Ltd, and the boat 
also has a new name ‘4000’ and logo: 
 
 
 
 

As a part of our transfer to Rooster Sailing 
Ltd a number of updates are being proposed 
for the boat; these were on display at the 
Dinghy  Show at  the  start  of  March.   More  
details and pictures of these are in the 
‘Dinghy Show 2014’’ report. 
 
In addition to these changes, something 
which has gone largely under the radar, with 
so  much  going  on  in  the  last  few  weeks,  is  
the  change  to  our  PY  number.   The  2014  
RYA PY numbers were released at the end 
of February and ours has been increased by 
11  points  to  922.   Happy  days!   I  see  some 
better  results  on  the  horizon  at  some  of  
the big handicap events.  This is much closer 
to where a number of us in the association 
feel we should be in relation to other 
classes  such  as  the  ISO.   Make  sure  your  
club is using the correct number!  In my 
hunt  for  boats  I  have  noticed  a  number  of  
clubs still using the old 908 number!  
 

I would like to say thank you to those that 
have responded to me over the last few 
months with details of their boat. I have 
located about 45% of the fleet.  About 20-
25%  of  the  boats  built  went  abroad  from  
new, so the majority of the remainder must 
be  in  the  UK  somewhere?   If  you  see  
another 4000, try  and  say  hi  to  the  owner  
and encourage them to get in touch with me 
– press@4000.org.uk.   As  for  those  I  have  
found,  I  hope  to  meet  many  of  you  on  the  
circuit this year!   
Class Association membership - It would be 

great if you would join the Class Association 
(£10  per  boat,  seriously  cheap!)  as  it  helps  
us  to  organise  and  pay  for  4000 events, 
class training and promotion of the class by 
doing things such as the Dinghy Show.  It is 
also mandatory in order to compete in open 
events. 
 
Better  still,  as  a  member  you  now  get  10%  
discount on sailing holidays booked with 
Seafarer Holidays who have a 4000 in 
Greece (www.seafarersailing.co.uk).  
 
A  membership  form  can  be  found  at  the  
back of this issue.  The more you support 
the Association the more we can do for you!  
Also  increasing  activity  will  help  grow  our  
numbers and could possibly lead to building 
new boats again,  increasing the fun for the 
whole class!  
 

    For the next Issue - Please send me 4000 
news/tales  from your  club  –  we  all  want  to  
know what’s happening where.  Why not send 
in a short update of what’s been happening 
and what events you have been to. 
press@4000.org.uk  
 
Richard 
 

Ramblings 
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TIME’S UP! The covers are finally off! 
 
The covers are finally off!   The 4000 in all 
its glory was officially re-launched at the 
2014 RYA Suzuki Dinghy Show 2014.     
 
As promised when our new licence holder 
was announced there are a number of 
proposed changes that were put on display, 
following a great deal of effort from 
various quarters to get them done in time 
for  the  show!   Here  is  a  rundown  of  the  
proposals, along with a little background to 
the reason for the change. 
 
The proposed changes 
 
Sails – The most eye catching change being 
proposed is the sails. This has primarily 
been done to increase safety and reduce 
cost.  The new main is the same area as the 
original but incorporates a modern square 

top with some built-in floatation to help 
when righting the boat.  A square top offers 
more gust response and a modern look.  The 
material of the main is similar to the 
original but should offer some cost savings.  
The jib is fundamentally the same shape, 
but  made  out  of  the  same  material  as  the  
main,  to  give  a  more  modern  look  and  
improve visibility through the sail. (Although 
not transparent, shadows of boats behind 
should  be  visible.)   The  spinnaker  has  not  
really changed but should be a little 

cheaper.  The sails on display were 
prototypes  and  have  yet  to  go  through  
testing and development, so there may be a 
number of changes before the production 
ones are sorted.  
 
Mast –  The  mast  
change is primarily 
based on reducing 
cost (if possible) and 
increasing durability 
and hence safety, by 
reducing the number 
of breakages.  The 
proposal is to 
replace the existing 
‘Epsilon’ section 
(with multiple 
sleeves) with the 
more robust ‘Gamma’ 
section that will 
require less or no sleeving to achieve the 

Dinghy 
Show 2014 
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same bend and robustness.  Reducing the 
sleeving reduces cost slightly and reduces 
weight, which makes righting the boat 
easier after a capsize.  The ultimate goal is 
to reduce the stresses in the mast which 
were causing premature fractures to form 
around the hounds, leading to failure of the 
mast.   Again,  the  mast  on  display  was  a  
prototype which is yet to be tested and may 
require some tweaking before becoming 
generally available. 
 
The new sails and mast being proposed will 
be interchangeable with the existing ones, 
and are not intended to make the boat go 
any faster. So  don’t  worry,  you  will  not  
have to run out and buy new bits to 
remain competitive.  These  will  simply  be  
what you get if/when you want new ones. 
 
Trapeze wire –  This  is  purely  based  on  
increasing  safety  and  reducing  cost  –  a  
number of other classes are already doing 

this, such as the International 14 and 
Cherub.   Basically  the  proposal  is  to  switch  
to  rope  (spectra  or  equivalent)  instead  of  
wire, along with the option of a crude 
adjuster  to  make  trapezeing  easier  for  
different  crews.   This  allows  them  to  get  

the handle height where they like it, 
whatever their rack settings.  Rope is easier 
to cut in an emergency, and as bonus you can 
make it cheaply yourself without having to 
run  down  to  the  chandlery  to  get  them  to  
crimp you a new set.  
 
Gnav (Vang) wire –  This  is  purely  a  cost  
saving.   Instead of having to get a bespoke 
4000 part for around £50 you can make up 

your own at a fraction 
of the cost out of 
spectra or equivalent.  
In addition to 
switching to rope we 
are proposing to 
switch the ‘U-bolt’ 
vang attachment 
through the mast to a 
Velcro strap.  This is 
to remove the nuts from the leading edge of 
the mast which chew through the leech of 
the jib, thus making your sail last longer.  
 
Trampolines – There is no change to design 
being proposed, but it was under 
consideration prior to the show, therefore 
this is simply a case of availability.  
Hopefully, the replacements will be slightly 
cheaper.  
 
Spinnaker sock – similar to the trampolines 
the change here is due to availability.  
There will likely be tweaks to the design as 
has happened in the past. (We are currently 
on revision 3 or 4 anyway.)  Again, hopefully 
the replacement will be slightly cheaper.  
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The 4000 that  was  on  display  at  the  show  
belongs to Steve Cockerill.  He bought it for 
£950 about a month before the show.  It is 
boat Number 4190 (i.e. 190th boat built) and 
was built in 1996; it is 18 years old and still 
looks  great!   It  was  given  the  prototype  
mast  and  sails,  new  ropes,  new  deck  
hardware, other new updates and a general 
clean.   This  has  brought  the  boat  image  up  
to date, whilst addressing other issues such 
as cost, safety, and availability of spares. 
 

“I can’t see you getting more buzz for 
your buck than with a 4000”  

Steve Cockerill.  
www.roostersailing.com/wordpress/?p=5160  
 
More  photos  from  the  show  will  be  put  on  
the Facebook group for all to see. 
 
In  addition  to  the  show  we  have  launched  
our new website www.4000.org.uk carrying 
our new branding, general facelift and social 
media links. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With all the changes going on, it was 
apparent that the class website needed an 
update.   David  Marchant  has  worked  very  
hard, and put in many hours liaising with 
James  Bradbury  (who  built  the  site  
originally) to achieve this.  The key changes 
are: 
 

 Address change to www.4000.org.uk 
 Now colour scheme to match new logo 
 New banner (thanks to Rooster!) 
 Social media links 
 Front page updates 
 General text updates to reflect new 

name 
 Rooster ‘Pay’ link 

 
One of the most useful updates is the front 
page which now has pictures! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New 
Website 
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The Rooster  ‘Pay’  link  is  also  a  new feature  
which generates a small amount of income 
for the Association from commission on 
purchases at Rooster.  This does not affect 
the price you pay.  In order to make it work, 
if you are going to buy something from 
Rooster all you need to do is go to the 4000 
site and use the links to the Rooster site, 
then carry out your purchase as normal.  
That’s it! Using the link will log that you 
have accessed Rooster’s site from there and 
we get commission on whatever you buy!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Currently there is a link in the ‘Useful links’ 
section but we are looking to add one to the 
front page too. Happy shopping! 
 

In addition to the website changes I have 
now set up the 4000 UK Class Association 
on Facebook and Twitter.  This is to improve 
our communication with the rest of the 
4000 sailors  out  there,  which  has  been  
identified as one of the class downfalls.  We 
are still having the website forum as well 
but it is apparent that the likes of Facebook 
can reach people much faster.   Any official  
announcements will be replicated across all 
communication platforms including email.  So 
please  make  sure  we  have  an  up  to  date  
email address for you (send this to 
press@4000.org.uk)  

The  Front  page  now has  feeds  of  the  most  
recent  posts  on  the  Facebook  group,  
Facebook  Page  and  Twitter  located  down  
either site.  There are also clickable links at 
the top right hand side in the banner. 
 
To find us, the addresses are as follows: 
 
Facebook Page -
www.facebook.com/UK4000Association  
Facebook Group - 
www.facebook.com/groups/UK4000Association 
Twitter –  
https://twitter.com/4000Association 
 
 
 

If you want to get some new 
Class Association Clothing 
this is now available from 
Wave clothing. Wave have 
kindly set up an Association 
page and developed a design 
for us with our new logo. 
(http://www.waveclothing.co.
uk/association-kit/4000-
class-association)  
 
The benefits of using Wave 
is that there is no minimum 
order and you can customise 
your  gear  with  your  name  
and boat number. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social 
Media 

Class 
Association 

Clothing 
 

Rooster ‘Pay’ Link 
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Neil Heffernan has once again worked 
wonders with the 4000 calendar this year 
and our official events list includes an open 
meeting every month from March to 
October.  How many can you get to?? 
 

We are hoping that Rooster Sailing will be 
providing a top prize for the winner of the 
UK Series this year (Beer Nationals in 2009 
attracted 25 boats, when Northampton 
Sailboats, our previous supplier, provided a 
Kite as a raffle prize).  Once we have 
confirmation we will let you know so get the 
dates in the diary.  We are also working on 
other potential sponsors for our events.       
 

In addition to the official events a number 
of us will be going to the Easter Regatta at 
Weston  Sailing  Club  18th-20th April.   9  
mass handicap races - should be fun to see 
how the new handicap works out?  Let’s hope 
to  see  some  of  the  Southampton  Uni  
students there in their 4 new 4000’s!!     
 

Keep your eyes on the events and social chat 
section  of  the  forum  for  news  of  other  
events 4000’s are going to. 
 

European Update -  Currently  there  are  10  
UK  boats  booked  to  go  to  Garda  in  July  –  
one  of  the  best  turn  outs  for  a  few years.   
Any more takers??  
 

If you think your club might be a good place 
for an event, contact Neil and let him know – 
events@4000.org.uk  
 

Next Event 
 

Grafham Training 29-30th March  -  see  the  
forum for more details and contact Fran 
Howell  (newmembers@4000.org.uk)   to  let  
her  know  you  are  coming,  so  she  can  plan  
accordingly.  

 2014 
Calendar 

 

 

10% Off 
Sailing holidays for 

Association members – 
quote your membership 
number when booking 

 
www.seafarersailing.co.uk 

4000 available at Nikiana 
Beach Club 
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Many of you 
have already 
seen the 
articles and 
posters trying 
to find all the 
4000s.   I  am  
pleased to say 
there has been 
a good response 
to  this  and  I  
have located 
about 45% of 
the fleet of 
709 boats.   
 
Thanks to Rob Gutteridge of Laser 
Performance for the list of boats that went 
abroad  from  new,  which  has  helped  fill  in  
what boats went where.   So, there are just 
shy  of  400  boats  missing  and  by  default  
most of these must be in the UK 
somewhere?    
 
The next phase of finding the boats is to 
get you guys to help.  Whenever you see a 
4000 can  you  please  try  and  speak  to  the  
owner  and  get  them  to  contact  me  at  
press@4000.org.uk.  If they are not around 
can you please let me know where you saw it 
so  I  can  try  and  contact  the  club  directly.   
If possible please get the boat number and 
name  of  the  owner  as  this  helps  to  track  
them down. 
 
Finding them will help rebuild the class and 
get more boats out racing.  It will also help 
us plan events nearer where the boats are, 
to encourage more to race in the events. 

This  is  a  rundown  of  things  you  can  do  to  
tidy  your  boat,  make  it  work  better  and  
ultimately  go  faster.    This  is  by  no  means  
the only way of doing these things and I do 
not profess to be an expert, but it works 
for me!  If you are unsure about anything, 
seek some professional advice before 
embarking on any work so you don’t damage 
your pride and joy. 
 
 1 -  DIG  YOUR  BOAT  OUT  FROM  ITS  
WINTER RESTING SPACE (OR GARDEN!) 
 
2 -  Wash  the  boat  –  give  it  a  really  good  
scrub and clean.  If necessary use boat 
cleaner  products  but  a  bit  of  washing  up  
liquid works ok for me.  
 
3 –  Make  sure  the  inside  is  dry  (if  it’s  
leaking, carry out a leak test and/or reseal 
the fittings). 
 
Pressure Testing  
 
WARNING: DO NOT APPLY TOO MUCH 
PRESSURE YOU CAN DAMAGE THE HULL 
 
If you have a spare bung and a bicycle tyre 
valve you can combine them to pressure test 
the hull and 
fittings with 
soapy water.  But 
be very careful 
when pressurising 
the boat, as you 
can split the top 
and bottom apart 
if you add too much pressure.  You only need 
to  put  in  enough  pressure  to  make  some  
soapy water bubble (ie about 1 psi which will 

Boat 
Maintenance 

Special 
Where 
R U? 

 
s  
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not register on any pump gauges - about 30 
pumps  of  a  foot  pump).   NB  Remember  to  
temporarily tape over the pressure relief 
vent hole when doing this (located on the 
front of the centre console, below the 
weight retention bar).  
 

DO NOT FORGET TO TAKE THE TAPE 
OFF AFTERWARDS.  THE HOLE 

PREVENTS THE BOAT SPLITTING DUE 
TO PRESSURE CHANGES CAUSED BY 

DIFFERENT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
TEMPERATURES. 

 

Resealing 
 
Following a pressure 
test, I have recently 
gone round my entire 
boat and removed 
and resealed every 
deck fitting, 
including where the 
rack tubes attach to 
the  hull.   It  takes  some  time,  particularly  
the ones around the centre console where 
the mainsheet block is, as there are nuts 
and bolts which are a real b****r to get at.  
You  will  need  2  long  sockets;  a  6mm  and  
7mm for the inside.  To reseal them, don’t 
use  bathroom  sealant  -  it  is  rubbish  and  
does  not  last  very  long.   It’s  better  to  use  
white marine Sikaflex from a chandlery.  
This is a marine grade sealant which sticks 
like the proverbial to a blanket and lasts a 
lot longer too.    
 

BE CAREFUL WITH STAINLESS STEEL 
SCREWS - THEY DAMAGE EASILY; 

DON’T LET THE SCREWDRIVER SLIP! 
 
Common leak points on 4000’s are: 
 

 Rack tubes attachment to gunwale area.  
 

 Fittings around centre console, 
particularly the fitting for the 
spinnaker turning block. 

 
 The  3  hatch  covers  –  replace  rubber  

seals if necessary, particularly the bow 
one under the sock.  

4 – Gelcoat (underside) 
–  if  your  gelcoat  is  old  
and dull (or has a white 
haze which is 
oxidisation) then get 
yourself some liquid 
rubbing compound (any 
good chandlery shop 
will have it).  Various 
grades are available 
depending on how bad 
the oxidation is.  This 
is basically a ‘T-Cut’ for 
boats.  If you only have 
a  small  area  to  do,  it  can  be  done  by  hand  
with  a  rag,  but  it  is  hard  work  -  
alternatively a low speed car polisher can be 
used (WARNING - BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
BURN THE GELCOAT.  Use plenty of water 
with power tools.)  Remember the gelcoat is 
not all that thick and it is possible to sand it 
away  too  much.  So  always  be  careful  and  
keep checking the area you are working on; 
you  can  always  do  a  bit  more  but  it  is  very  
difficult to fix if you overdo it!   
 
5 –  Polish  -  Application  of  polish/waxes  
after liquid rubbing is not essential but 
certainly helps maintain the gelcoat.  There 
is a massive amount of debate about polish 
and wax: 
www.yachtsandyachting.com/forum/forum_
posts.asp?TID=11254&PN=1&title=dinghy-
hull-coatings      
 
The current rule book says:  
 
“53 SKIN FRICTION 
 
A  boat  shall  not  eject  or  release  a  
substance, such as a polymer, or have 
specially textured surfaces that could 
improve the character of the flow of water 
inside the boundary layer.” 
 
As  per  page  4  of  the  above  forum  link  I  
think most polishes and waxes are OK as 
long as you get it from a dinghy chandlery - 
I can’t see anyone getting their knickers in 
a twist, we’re not sailing in the Olympics!  
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6 - General tidying tips –  
 

 Replace the webbing on the end of the 
spinnaker  pole  so  it  slides  on  the  deck  
better with either with new webbing or 
chafe tape. 
 

 Check  all  rivets  and  screws;  
replace/tighten as necessary where 
loose.  Pay particular attention to mast 
fittings. 
 

 Check all fittings work correctly. 
 

 Mast head sheave (pulley for main sail 
halyard) check it is free moving and not 
crammed full of mud or badly worn; 
replace if necessary. 
 

 Use Chafe tape on 
wear points of 
boat (obtainable 
from Rooster).  
You can get a nice 
black one to cover 
damage on black 
spars. 
 

 Check all ropes and shock cord for wear 
and replace as necessary. 
 

 Use  gelcoat  to  repair  damage,  chips,  
scratches….(white boats and decks are 
all grey either ‘dawn grey’ (pre 1999) or 
‘vela grey’ (post 1999)).  Coloured boats 
are more difficult - you will have to mix 
the colour yourself to match, which is 
tricky. 
 

 Foils: fair off within 
class  rules  if  not  
already done and 
repair and refinish 
as necessary. 
 

 McLube (Silicon 
spray) the mast 
track, vang slider, 
spinnaker chute and 
all moving parts, 
pulley bearings etc – 
DO NOT GET SILICON ON THE DECK, 
ROPES OR THE ROPE BEARING 
SURFACE OF A PULLEY.   

 

 Cut and burn any untidy rope ends. 
 

 Check standing rigging for wear and 
damage eg shrouds or kicker wire which 
may  be  starting  to  fray.   Beware  of  
running your hand along wires; stray 
strands of wire cuts fingers nicely.    
 

 Check  the  sails  –  if  you  have  not  had  
them out for a while check no mice have 
eaten them and that the battens are 
not broken.  Small holes in the gennaker 
are  much  easier  to  patch  when  it  is  
bone dry. 
 

7 –  Trailers  –  often  overlooked;  check  for  
rust and damage.  Grease wheel bearings on 
both launching trolley and road base.  Check 
road base bearings are ok.  Check tyres - if 
boat trolley and trailer and always used to 
support the boat, rotate road tyres about 
1/3rd of a turn every 4 months so that they 
don’t get a permanent set. Old carpet on the 
trailer may seem a great idea to protect 
your boat but it 
can cause damage 
by osmosis (water 
getting into the 
gelcoat).  This is 
caused by the boat 
being stored on 
the wet carpet.  The best thing to do is use 
something which will protect the boat and 
allow  water  to  drain  away.   (I  use  a  
plastic/rubber doormat which has lots of 
little spikes - this allows air to circulate 
around the hull).     
 

8 – ABOVE ALL, GO SAILING AND 
HAVE FUN!  You can do as much of this or 
as  little  as  you  like;  some  jobs  are  easier  
than others. 
 

Richard 
 
 

 

 

 



4000 UK Class Association   
- Membership form 
 

 

4000 UK Class Association Membership form – Rev 1 

The 4000 UK Class Association offers many benefits to members…. as well as organising the 
National and European racing circuit (and the socials!), we manage the 4000 website, provide club-
level support and training, liaise with Rooster and International 4000 Associations on Class issues, 
organise additional socials, police the Class rules, send out e-mail updates and basically do anything 
else that needs doing to support and grow the Class!!  Membership runs - January-December 
 
Members can now get 10% off sailing holidays with Seafarer Cruiser & Sailing Holidays 
(www.seafarersailing.co.uk) quote your membership number when booking! They have a 4000 at 
Nikiana Beach Club. 

This year the Class Membership is only £10 per boat (That’s only £5 per person!). 
 
Simply fill in the form below, and send it with a cheque (payable to ‘UK District Laser 4000 Class 
Association’ - we have yet to update our bank details) to: 
 

Fran Howell,   
47 Weavers Road,  
Wellingborough,  
Northants,  
NN8 3LF 
 

*Name:..................................................................... 
*Sail/Boat Number:  ...................... 
*Address:................................................................ 
............................................................................... 
............................................................................... 
*Post Code: ............................................................ 
  Home Tel:........................................... 
  Mobile: ............................................ 
*E-Mail: ............................................ 

  Sailing Club: ......................................................... 
*These details are mandatory 

 
Any queries - please contact the 4000 Membership Secretary: newmembers@4000.org.uk 

 
@4000Association  UK4000Association 

 


